MARYLAND PIRG TESTIMONY

My name is Carly Mercer, and | am an Associate with Maryland PIRG, the statewide consumer advocacy
group. As an organization, we seek to achieve meaningful reforms to benefit Maryland’s citizens, even
when it means standing up to powerful special interests.

We are calling on the Commission to recommend combined reporting and make sure that corporations
that do business in Maryland contribute to the services and structures that enable them to thrive in our
state.

Today we submitted a petition, signed by 270 Maryland citizens, urging the Commission to recommend
combined reporting. They are calling for a tax code that holds corporations accountable for contributing
to the structures they use in Maryland- a tax code that doesn’t force families and small businesses to
foot the bill for corporate tax avoidance.

Corporate tax loopholes allow large corporations to dodge the same taxes Maryland residents and
families have to pay every year to support Maryland’s public structures- its great schools, roads, and
health services. Multi-state corporations that take advantage of these loopholes are able to reap the
benefits of Maryland’s infrastructure without fully paying to support it. Their employees are educated in
Maryland’s schools and universities, and their vehicles use the roads to run their businesses efficiently.
We need to make sure that, like Maryland citizens and companies, multi-state corporations contribute
towards the public structures they use. These loopholes rob our vital public structures, our roads and
schools and healthcare programs, of needed funds, forcing cuts and straining the budget.

Maryland’s public structures are a major draw for the area. These structures help big corporations do
business in Maryland, facilitating their operations and benefitting their workforce. It only makes sense
that these companies should pay their share of taxes to keep our infrastructure strong and running
smoothly.

Reducing the tax base hurts Maryland families and businesses that depend on our strong infrastructure-
programs to protect our environment, like Bay cleanup, and education funding are at risk of being
squeezed by the budget deficit. Siphoning money away from key programs that make Maryland a better
place to live is not conducive to economic growth, nor will it make these programs a draw for the
community. Ensuring that corporations help fund Maryland’s infrastructure is the right thing to do.

Corporations’ profits have rebounded to pre-recession levels, but Maryland citizens are struggling, and
don’t have the option to use loopholes and avoid taxes. They can’t set up a subsidiary organization and
hide their profits out of state. If they are a resident of Maryland and work in Virginia, they will still be
taxed for 100% of their income in Maryland, while some corporations that effectively operate in a
similar manner can avoid their state taxes. Maryland’s leaders should protect the interests of its people
by making the tax code fair across the board- families and households shouldn’t have to shoulder the
increased tax burden exacerbated by funds lost to loopholes.



Each year, Maryland struggles with rising needs and declining resources to meet those needs, and we’ve
seen painful cuts to health and higher education. If we let corporations off the hook, we will see more
and more of these painful cuts, undermining the infrastructure that helps Maryland grow. Multi-state
companies will continue to exploit the advantages afforded by tax loopholes, forcing Maryland families
and local businesses to pay more.

Combined reporting is good government. It will contribute needed funds to our valuable public
structures and is a more transparent way of taxing multi-state companies. We need to maintain our
local businesses, our roads, and our schools in order for Maryland to continue to grow and continue to
be a great place to live and work. Maryland PIRG, along with the 270 individuals on this petition, urges
you to consider the interests of Maryland’s hard-working families and small businesses, and recommend
combined reporting. Thank you.



Dear Commissioners,

Large corporations should not be able to avoid their fair share of taxes. leaving families and

small businesses to pay for vital public services.

We the undersigned urge you to recommend combined reporting to close corporate tax loopholes

and make Maryland's tax code fair for all.

Sincerely,

Alison Tillett, Prince Frederick, MD
Thomas Rhoads, Severna Park, MD
Lisa Canter, Churchton, MD

Oran Sandel, Silver Spring, MD
Joseph Delclos, Baltimore, MD

Tamer Farag, Baltimore, MD

Molly Roberts, Silver Spring, MD
Jane McClard, Baltimore, MD

Steven Upton, Germantown, MD
Francine Lampros-Klein, Baltimore, MD
Melissa Replogle, Towson, MD

James Lobell, Oella, MD

James Baldridge, Baltimore, MD
Ronald L Henry, Forest Hill, MD
Corrine Mohnasky, Laurel, MD
Barbara Schwartz, Arnold, MD
Thomas Wilson, Baltimore City, MD
Charles Whitehead, Chevy Chase, MD
Lois G. Hybl, Baltimore, MD

W. Donald Wright, Mitchellville, MD
Jennifer Defensor, Baltimore, MD
Alice ODonnell, Potomac, MD
Shelley Winkler, Washington Grove, MD
Michael Cloud, Ellicott City, MD

Erin Johnson, Silver Spring, MD
Carol Anderson-Austra, Baltimore, MD
Laure Helme-Guizon, Bethesda, MD
Stacie Spence, Baltimore, MD

Jerry Keyes, Belcamp, MD

Margaret Hull, Baltimore, MD

Kathy Mason, Silver Spring, MD

Fred Surgent, Frostburg, MD

P. Hickey, Millersville, MD

George Turnbull, Columbia, MD

Tim Willard, Kensington, MD

Ted Weber, Annapolis, MD

M. J. Levin, Silver Spring, MD, MD
Marcelle Fozard, Takoma Park, MD
Rachel Kurlander, Baltimore, MD

Connie Dresser, Gaithersburg, MD
Warren Davis, Hyattsville, MD
Donna Edgins, Silver Spring, MD
Paul McKeown, Baltimore, MD
Mike McQuestion, Baltimore, MD
Mary Locke, Baltimore, MD

Hope Farrior, Bethesda, MD

Marie Bilzor, Baltimore, MD
Connie Nissley, Bethesda, MD
Leopold May, Silver Spring, MD
Evelyn May, Silver Spring, MD
William Murry, Annapolis, MD
Angela Taylor, Baltimore, MD
Mark Brock-Cancellieri, Baltimore, MD
Michael Bucci, Gaithersburg, MD
Peter Wash, Columbia, MD

Ken Bossong, Takoma Park, MD
Jeannette Bartelt, Frederick, MD
Michael Dalto, Baltimore, MD
Steven Hoffman, Baltimore, MD

D. Mark Eckley, Baltimore, MD
Lee Glass, Columbia, MD

Jeffrey Perumal, Baltimore, MD
Alan Wojtalik, Baltimore, MD
Sally Kelly, Chevy Chase, MD
Bryan King, Manchester, MD
Matthew Bernota, New Market, MD
Jeremy Roberts, Beltsville, MD
Jackie Polland, Chevy Chase, MD
John Ebel, Bethesda, MD

Peter Shambarger, Annapolis, MD
LuAnn Fullwood, Ridgely, MD
Angela Desmond, Hagerstown, MD
Ernest J.P. Muhly, Walkersville, MD
Mary Wolfe, Lutherville, MD
Leslie Kefauver, Bethesda, MD
Linda Franklin, baltimore, MD

H. McCoy, Centreville, MD
Michael Harris, Baltimore, MD




\“r

Wendy Harris, Baltimore, MD

Bill Marker, Baltimore, MD
William Wilson, College Park, MD
Laurie Fowler, Lutherville, MD
Alicia Harkins, Baltimore, MD
Douglas McNeill, Greenbelt, MD
Heidi Johnson, Wheaton, MD
Marcia Rucker, Bethesda, MD
Rosanne Singer, Takoma Park, MD
Carol Camper, Baltimore, MD
Tamara Mason, Silver Spring, MD
Catherine Cretu, Owings, MD
Edward Bielaus, Rockville, MD
Pat Beam, Columbia, MD

John Beam, Columbia, MD

Evelyn Naranjo, Rockville, MD
Charles Loubert, Baltimore, MD
Marlene Carpenter, Annapolis, MD
Leon Purnell, Baltimore, MD
Marie Plante, Bethesda, MD

Ellen Roehl, Frederick, MD
Richard Martin, Myersville, MD
Molly Hauck, Kensington, MD
William Ward, Germantown, MD
Catherine Ward, Germantown, MD
Victoria Ward, Germantown, MD
Minna Doskow, Annapolis, MD
Kenneth Murray, Towson, MD
Violaine Melancon, Baltimore, MD
David Marker, Columbia, MD
Mary Madden, Baltimore, MD
Barbara Schubert, Silver Spring, MD
Ina Allen, Baltimore, MD

Sara Gerard, Bethesda, MD

Peter Eriksson, Rockville, MD
Brian Gibbons, Greenbelt, MD
Dixie Mullineaux, Baltimore, MD
Lynn Baumeister, Takoma Park, MD
Sinclair Bain, Baltimore, MD
Sondra Katz, Silver Spring, MD
Wai Fong, Bethesda, MD

Steven Di Pietro, Pasadena, MD

Douglas Davis, Chesapeake Beach, MD

William Wermuth, Glen Burnie, MD
Dolores Wermuth, Glen Burnie, MD
Jean Davis, Chesapeake Beach, MD
Barbara Miller, Fairhaven, MD
Johanna Neumann, Baltimore, MD
Larry Brammer, Columbia, MD
David Mercer, Ellicott City, MD
Ann Shutt, Towson, MD

Apple Chapman, Silver Spring, MD
Fernando Cruz-Villalba, Chevy Chase, MD
Margaret Maschal, Severna Park, MD
Sandra Kinnamon, Easton, MD

Josephine Conteh, Silver Spring, MD

Ann Marie Moriarty, Silver Spring, MD
Ward Morrow, Essex, MD

Jo Ann Robinson, Baltimore, MD

Cheryl Wade, Baltimore, MD

J. Prigelmiller, Annapolis, MD

Daniel Van Gelder, Catonsville, MD
Rhonda Harris, Baltimore, MD

Robert Savidge, Annapolis, MD

Michael Langton, North Beach, MD

Owen Thorne, Elkton, MD

Joanne Johansen, Rockville, MD

Christine Powell, Montgomery Village, MD
Omar Siddique, Ellicott City, MD

Shelah Parsons, Lusby, MD

Darlene Griffin, Baltimore, MD

Ellen Robbins, Baltimore, MD

Sandra Blumenfeld, Timonium, MD

Dave Antoine, Upper Marlboro, MD

Janet Paul, Columbia, MD

Ann Rogers, Baltimore, MD

Valerie Leonard, Columbia, MD :
Pauline Jacobs, Baltimore, MD :
James McCann, Laurel, MD
Susan Merrill, Baltimore, MD
Stacy Timlin, Baltimore, MD F
Catalina Valverde-Ayllon, Silver Spring, MD
Joan Soroka, Pasadena, MD

Cindy Farquhar, Timonium, MD

Rev. Pierre Williams, Baltimore, MD

Jane Woltereck, Phoenix, MD _
Lucinda Shaw, Baltimore, MD F
Carolyn Mullen, Baltimore, MD -
Barbara Gottlieb, Silver Spring, MD
Janet Carpenter, University Park, MD
Clare Garrick, Bethesda, MD

Nikki Wojtalik, Parkville, MD

Jim Case, Baltimore, MD

James Bell, California, MD

John Lundquist, Baltimore, MD
Virginia Woolridge, Annapolis, MD
Kristin Altar, Garrett Park, MD
David Andrews, Baltimore, MD
Armin Behr, Bethesda, MD

Christina Bell, Kingsville, MD

Gail Benson, Highland, MD

Harold Benson, Highland, MD




Neil Bergsman, Annapolis, MD
Bonnie Bick, MD

Cory Bonney, MD

Jane Brettschneider, Baltimore, MD
Robert Bricker, Catonsville, MD
Marney Bruce, MD

Paul Celmer, Solomons, MD

Emilie Christiansen, Columbia, MD
Joan Clement, MD

Charlie Cooper, MD

Mauricio Cortina, Silver Spring, MD
Terry Dammann, MD

Michael C. Davie, Odenton, MD
Patricia Dawson, Linthicum, MD
Richard Day Jr., Leonardtown, MD
Steven Di Pietro, Boonsboro, MD
David N. Dittman, Ellicott City, MD
John Flater, Lutherville, MD

Patrice Gallagher, MD

Donald Gann, Reisterstown, MD
Lorne K. Garrettson, Sandy Spring, MD
David Glaser, Columbia, MD
William Grenoble, Accokeek, MD
Bob Guldin, Takoma Park, MD
Benjamin Hamilton, Hagerstown, MD
Barbara Harris, Baltimore, MD

Joel Harris, Baltimore, MD

Jennifer Hinrichs, Silver Spring, MD
Elizabeth Hopkins, Baltimore, MD
Susan Jacobson, Rockville, MD
Rhodie Jorgenson, Bethesda, MD
Gregory Kallaur, Timonium, MD
Elizabeth B Klinger, Washington Grove, MD
Liesl Koch, College Park, MD
Barbara Lenkerd, MD

Gordon Levenson, Baltimore, MD
Ana Liakouris, Hyattsville, MD
Martha Lippy, Baltimore, MD
Michelle List, Baltimore, MD

Ryan C Lynch, Belcamp, MD

Anne MacLeod, Annapolis, MD
Sandra Marquardt, Silver Spring, MD
Coty Mattulat, MD

Jessica Mauck, Baltimore, MD
David McAllister, Keedysville, MD
Teresa McCarthy, Frederick, MD
Laura McConnell, Baltimore, MD
Howard McCoy, Centreville, MD
Christine McGillen, Berlin, MD

Ron Meservey, MD

Bruce Miller, Silver Spring, MD

Regina Minniss, Baltimore, MD
Stuart Moisan, Annapolis, MD
Sherwood Moulton, Silver Spring, MD
Mary Nelson, Jessup, MD

Joseph Newcomer, Reisterstown, MD
Patricia O'Leary, MD

Bob O'Toole, Chevy Chase, MD
Tony Perez, MD

Aimee Pohl, Baltimore, MD

Paul Reinke, Pasadena, MD

Amy Ramirez, Columbia, MD
Brooke Redgrave, Baltimore, MD
Elizabeth Ridlington, Baltimore, MD
Sandra Robinson, Bethesda, MD
Mary Rooker, Takoma Park, MD
Kenneth Rose, Annapolis, MD
Christine Schmitthenner, Mechanicsville, MD
Stephen R Shepard, Baltimore, MD
Ruth E. Smith, Towson, MD

Mary Solarz, MD

Rebecca St. John, Gaithersburg, MD
Neil Stemler, Baltimore, MD

Susan Talbott, RN, Baltimore, MD
Rose Taylor, Baltimore, MD
Rosemary Thommen, Baltimore, MD
Brian Waidler, Derwood, MD
Robert Whitby, Baltimore, MD
Jodie Williams, Crownsville, MD
Nikki Wojtalik, MD

Mary Wolfe, MD

Tania Zaman, Rockville, MD

Myrna Austin, Forestville, MD
Jonah Blaustein, Riverdale, MD
Marjorie Falk, Baltimore, MD

Eric Scuderi, Mount Airy, MD

Liz van Amerongen, Baltimore, MD
Matthew Weinstein, Baltimore, MD
Carly Mercer, Baltimore, MD
Sydney Wright, MD




